10th  Symposium  European Society for the Study of Purine and  Pyrimidine Metabolism  in Man

                                             June 8-11, 2005

Hotel Pyramida,  Prague, Czech Republic

            REPORT FROM THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND CLOSING SESSION                              

1. The president of the Society, Dr Ivan Sebesta, presented an overview of the scientific highlights of the symposium. 133 abstracts were received through the electronic abstract submission system; after the review process by the Scientific Committee members, 81 posters and 52 lectures were included in the programme and presented. Just for comparison Dr Sebesta presented the summary of participating countries. The highest number of lectures originated from Sweden (8), followed by UK, Netherlands, USA and Italy (5), followed by Denmark, Poland and Czech republic (4). In light of the Swedish interest in the field, it was proposed to organize a future Symposium [PP09] in Sweden (which gained a positive response from the participants).   

Dr Sebesta announced the changes in the Society, which were agreed by the Scientific Committee at PP03 and modified at this symposium:

The new name will be: Purine and Pyrimidine Society. The benefits of this society would be that it will organize all meetings, give young investigators grants, exchange grants (providing of course that enough money will be obtained), provide information on novel aspects in the field, have an updated website and a society journal which could be shared with other societies, with whom good contacts should be established. The journal Nucleosides, Nucleotides and Nucleic Acids, which will publish the proceedings, is willing to serve as a society journal. In the future meetings will be held every 2 years: in 2007 in Chicago, USA, in 2009 in Europe, in 2011 outside Europe, etc.

Dr Sebesta expressed his thanks to all members of the Organizing Committee and asked Professor Peters to announce the poster prize.

2. Prof. G.J. Peters expressed sincere thanks to Dr Sebesta and his team for excellent organization of the Symposium and emphasized the high number of internationally distinguished speakers.  Prof. Peters gave a brief presentation about poster evaluation and  announced the winners of the Zöllner Poster Prize:

second prize winners (receive an amount of 100 Euro, each):
A. Verdú,  R.J. Torres, J.G. Puig

Exercise-induced dystonia in a child with partial deficiency of hypoxanthine guanine posphoriboslytransferase

M. Arenas, E. Escuredo, H.A. Simmonds,  A. Marinaki, L.D. Fairbanks. 
Diagnosis of molybdenum cofactor deficiency.

first prize winner (receive an amount of 300 Euro):
Stéphanie Lisart, Caroline Smal, Augustin Ferrant, Françoise Bontemps, and Eric Van Den Neste
Inhibition of the ERK pathway promotes apoptosis induced by 2-chloro-2’-deoxyadenosine in the B-cell leukemia cell line EHEB 
The selection was made by Dr H.A.Simmonds, Prof. Dr G.J. Peters, and Dr A.B.P. van Kuilenburg. 
3. Dr Liz Carrey, Secretary,  presented an overview of the prposed new website for the new PPS. This will contain much that was good from the previous site, with a more modern design, including updates of all important information. New features will make it interesting for the general public, doctors, scientists, Ph.D, M.D. students etc. 
4. Prof. Michael Becker, president-elect, gave information about the next meeting and invited all participants to attend the next [11th] Symposium which will be held in the USA, in the Chicago/Milwaukee area in 2007. 

                 See you  at PP‘07 !

