                                                              MINUTES 

From the ESSPPMM Scientific Committee 

held in Prague, Czech Republic, during the 10th European Symposium on Purine and Pyrimidine Metabolism June 8-11th, 2005. 

present: 

M.A. Becker (Vice-president: President-elect)                         

            E.A. Carrey   (Secretary)                        

            R.A. De Abreu  (Honorary Member)                   

            A. Griesmacher (Treasurer)

M. Löffler

W. Makarewicz                            

E. Marinelli

A. Marinaki                         

            V. Micheli                              

            B. Munch-Petersen

            M.M. Müller  

            G.J. Peters (Past-President)


D. Perret


J.G. Puig                                      

I. Sebesta (President)
A.C. Skladanowski

O. Sperling 


R.T. Smolenski 


M. Staub


H. A. Simmonds (Honorary Member)  


A.B.P. Van Kuilenburg. 

The following points were presented and discussed:

1.A.
Dr. I. Sebesta, the President of the European Society, on behalf of the organizing committee presented several points related to the organization of the Symposium:

133 abstracts were received through the electronic abstract submission system; the Scientific Committee (SC) members reviewed the abstracts, gave a score 1-10, and recommended them for either oral or poster presentation [none were rejected].  81 posters and 52 lectures were presented. There were nine invited lectures of 30 minutes’ duration: the others were restricted to 15 mins. Posters were displayed throughout the meeting, with two specific times for authors to be present with their posters.

B.
A total sum of 8000 Euro was received as a sponsorship. Dr Sebesta pointed out that keeping the tradition of substantial reduction of registration fee for members (70,-Euro) produces essential difficulties with Symposium financing. Despite the majority of participants being members,  the PP05 organizers  were able to keep within the Symposium budget. In addition to the company sponsors, additional funds for the Young Investigators Award  were provided from PP91/ESSPPMM91 (Professor D. Perret - total sum : 800, pounds) and ESSPPMM – (YIA-total sum: 280,-Euro; Poster prize: 500,-Euro). Awards were made as follows: 

Young Investigators:  V.Nemeth (Hungary), M.Berteli (Italy), M.Arenas (Spain/UK), E.Campalani (UK), S.Lisart (Belgium), B.Krawczyk (Poland).    

The Poster Prize was announced at the closing session.

C.
Prof. G.J. Peters led the discussion about publishing papers in Nucleosides, Nucleotides and Nucleic Acids (NNN). Publication of the PP03 proceedings had been complicated by changes at the publishing house, which lengthened the process. It was felt that all would run more smoothly this time, and the lower price (compared to Plenum) and the editorial assistance was a benefit. The NNN publishers require that the Society should arrange the reviewing: the Scientific Committee agreed to do this for PP03 and it was agreed that this increased the quality of the finished product. Members of the Scientific Committee (and a few other scientists) will each be asked to review a group of manuscripts for PP05. Deadline for submission will be 15th September, and reviewers’ opinions will be required within three weeks upon receipt of the paper. Details of the format have been provided, based on PP03, on the webpage. Publication will be middle 2006 if the reviewing and revision process is speedy. 


A minimum number of the special NNN volume must be ordered in advance to ensure the price. The agreed procedure was: members will pay 20 euros, non-members 30 euros. This must be paid by all first authors before their manuscript can be reviewed (i.e. before 15th September), but it does not guarantee acceptance of the paper. The order form was distributed at the meeting and was also placed on the PP05 website.

2. 
The accounts of the ESSPPMM were given by the Treasurer,  Dr A. Griesmacher. Membership fees were a major source of income, and amounted to 5855 euros this year, resulting in 5155 euros paid to PP05. The total sum in the ESSPPMM account is now 13341 euros. Dr Griesmacher discussed the membership: 151 names are ‘on the books’, having paid a subscription once or more since 1998. Several people have attended meetings, or indeed are committee members, without paying the membership. Three Honorary Members are not required to pay the fee. After some discussion, Dr Griesmacher was authorized to follow up the non-payers assertively, and to raise the fee in the future to 100 euros for full members, with a reduced fee of 70 euros for student members, if a letter of support is received from the research supervisor (Secretary to confirm status to Treasurer). Benefits of membership include reduced registration to the conference and the reduced price for NNN, both of which will continue. It was agreed that Young Investigator Awards will only be given to members of the Society.

3.
The new, shorter name of the Society: ‘Purine and Pyrimidine Society’ (PPS) had been discussed and agreed at the Scientific Committee meeting of ESSPPMM in PP03 (see Minutes PP03) . According to the statutes of the ESSPPMM any proposal for a change must be forwarded to the membership three months ahead, therefore a reminder of this proposal had been circulated to all members of the Society three months before PP05. Three letters of approval had been received from members who were unable to attend PP05, and one disapproval from Dr H.A. Simmonds. It is the intention that PPS will be an international society open for all scientists worldwide interested in purines and pyrimidines, specifically their metabolism in Man. The statutes of the ESSPPMM will be changed accordingly, and the committee will be retained, although additional international members will be recruited as the membership expands. The Society has a foundation as a non-profit organization in Switzerland (with a permanent domicile in Lausanne). In the future profits from the Symposia return to the Society bank account, since the Society underwrites the possibility of the Symposium making a loss.  


By holding meetings every two years, not restricted to Europe, the PPS will eliminate competition with the ‘International Symposium’ and will benefit all of the potential membership. The organizers of previous meetings emphasized that the International nature of the membership will assist in obtaining sponsorship from large companies in the future.  

4. 
Dr Carrey circulated a preliminary draft of the website for the new PPS. This will contain much that was good from the previous ESSPPMM site, with a more modern design. New features will make it interesting for the general public, doctors and scientists. Several useful comments were provided at this meeting: the name ‘Purine and Pyrimidine Society’ will be shown with the PP logo and a medical ‘snake’ logo, and the motto or mission statement: International Society for the Study of Purines and Pyrimidines in Man.


The Scientific Committee will be asked to comment on revised versions as the design progresses, and also to contribute material for the site.

5. 
Prof. M.A. Becker and Dr R. Sabina have been proposed and unanimously agreed as organizers for the Symposium in USA in 2007. Hence Prof. Becker is the first Chairman of PPS.  Prof. Becker described his plans for Chicago/Milwaukee (depending on the price and location of good facilities). Much of the ethos and history of the European society will be continued in the first Symposium of the PPS.

6.
Plans for a meeting in 2009 were discussed: early ideas of a Scandinavian site were raised – in view of the high number of Scandinavian participants at PP05. However Prof. Becker proposed to delay a firm decision until the composition of PPS membership was clearer. Hence no Vice-President (organizer of PP09) was elected.

7.
The meeting was closed, with thanks to Dr Sebesta for organizing a successful and friendly Symposium in Prague.

